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life of the poet Ted Hughes raises troublmg questlons writes _Iohn Sutherland |

ed Hughes with Sylvia Plath in 1958 — st s counesy of Morimer Rare Bock fem Saith Callege
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‘circling crocodiles of Plathians”. Bate °
1as no sympathy with those who have
nade Plath a feminist martyr —anarra-
sive only fuelled by Hughes’s destruc-
jon of certain of her manuscript works.
Bate’s book, longlisted for the Samuel
fohnson Prize for non-fiction, spends its
first 100 pages or so deftly sketching the
well-known outline of Hughes's early
life, The son of a northern carpenter
nurned newsagent, he profited by a bril-
iiant teacher at his grammar school to
make it to Cambridge. The editor and
sritic Kar] Miller — his Cambridge con-
temporary — published Hughes's early
verse in Granta. It signalled hislife-Jong.
distaste for the austerely disciplined,
later dominant “Movemept” (headed \
by the “spermicidal” Philip Larkin) and -
his affiliation with the lustier tradition
of Blake, Yeatsand Ha.rdy g :
The formative event [nrHugheslcame

as regards money and career prospects.
Two children were born, The couple
travelled and quarrelled and evolved
distinctly separate styles of verse. There
were “snarls and bitings”, broken crock-
ery,slaps aqdblackeyes,Hownﬂcssary'
the turbulence of their relationship was
to their evolving arts is carefully scruu-
nised by Bate.~
-~ Possessed of insatiable sexual appe- '
tite and film-starlooks, Hughes was fla-
grantly unfaithful. Plath was, his sup-

Ll
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is “Hughescliff”, she is Catherine, the
ghost who will never let go, Bate also
suggests, rather less credibly, that

Bate moves his narrative towards the

j conc]usmn that the essence of Hughes's

porters a]lege, unstable H:s.most *hlghestiachlevement is\“elegiac” —

extended adultery was with the! poet
Assia Wevill — his dark lady. There was,
she said, an “animal thing” between
them. He was unfaithful to Assia, and
others, eventually choosing to marry
Carol Orchard, a young woman whohad
minded his children. In aghastly echoof
Plath’s death, the betrayed Wevill had
killed herself by gas oven. She took her
and Hughes’s child, Shura, with her. “All
the women I have anything to do with
seemn to die”, said Hughes,

Itistoo easy tp see Hughes asa villain,
‘Bateavoidssuch judgmentand mounts
a subtly constructed explanation (it is
not an apology). Hughes, Bate points
out, “believed that all artistic creativity
came from a wound”. The wound in his
late work, from Crow (1970) onwards,

Bate draws, as

poetry, that is, in memory of a dead per-
son. And his opus magniun is Birthday'
Letters (1998) — the memorial sequence.
to Plath published in the year of his
death, 35 years aftar hers. Awhole book %
could be written on t.he cnl]echon, says.- i By
Bate, using the thousands of | pages of
manuscript material. That he cannot ¢
even quote the printqd poems at neces-

sary critical length explains the [ast sec- 4
tion of his book, which is discreetly

- -accusatory about Carol Hughes's care

and custody of the Hughes and Plath
pmpertyshehasmhented.
"The question Bate’s book poses is

. large and troubling. If Hughes and Plath-

had not wounded each other and inno-
cent others (children, notably) so griev-
ously, would we have Crow or Ariel?

£ was, of course, Plath's death; 4 V"5 A thbably not; But.could we wish these.
as closelyashe is lega]ly?

great works unwntten? No. Our enjoy-

whenhe metPlath, anAmencanmnngﬁrrahle, on Hughes’s dream journals to mentofthem m,,as[say,tmubling.

student, At this pointBate’s narrative
thickens. Like Ted, Sylvia was a poet of
precocious promise; and, like him, pas-
sionate. They married — imprudently,

argue that he was haunted by her. The
‘image that recurs — one that was played
with by Ted and -Sylvia in their early
relationship — is Wuthering Heights. He

John Sutherland isauthorof
Stephen Spender: The Authorised
Blography” (Penguin) '
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Hughes's “infidelity in later relation-
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Follow the money

A young ecqnoﬁzi.s_'thailgd by Thomas Piketty sets out
a plan for tackling tax havens. By Vanessa Houlder

~-web, of tax havens

- holds éli:do'sﬁa tenth

»..of the 3 world’s finan-

"~ cial wealth. Evasion
by}hesuper-nch has

pushed trillions pf dollars out of
governments’ reach. Onlf by pris-
ing open the secreis of the offshore
centres can politicians rescue their
debt-ridden.’ economies” and

reverse the tide of rising inequality.
‘This is the message of a provoca-

. tivenew hook by Gabriel Zucman,

aza-yenr-qld assistant proféssor of
economics at the University of Cal-
ifornia, Berkeley. In Zucman's
view, tax havens are 4 fast-growing
danger to the world economy and
policymakers.need urgently to
step uptheireffortsto curb them.
The Hidden Wealth of Nations
promises to make quite a splash. It
hasa titlethat echoes Adam Smith
and an enthusiastic foreword by

" Thomas Piketty, author of the

bestselling Capital in the Twenty-

First Century, who'supervised Zuc-

man’s doctorate. It may be too
much to suggest, as Piketty does,
that “Zucman's work on tax
havens is the first serious eco-

.nomic research in this area”, But

Zucman has broken new ground in
a relatively neglected field by

| ' using statistical anomalies in data

on countries’ international invest-

*.ments to chart the offshore world.
. He estimates that at least $7.6tn is

heldin taxha\fens,largelyinwhat
he describes as the “sinister trio”
of the British Virgin lsla.nds Lux-

on some hard-to-interpret Swisg

statistics about tax payments

LY “made nder a Tecent Eurgpean-
|

“crackdown on untaxed savings
income. Nonetheless, tlus allows
him to calculate that the annual
losses to governments from uncol-
lected incame, inheritance and
wealth taxes are close to $200bn.

'Zucman joins & debate that has

been raging for several years.
Cash-strapped governments have

already mounted a big effort to-

tackle evasion and avoidance, as
they have sought to address rising
tensions over austerity and ine-
quality. Zucman thinks recent
proposals for the reform of corpo-
rate taxation by the Paris-based
‘Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development are
“unlikely to enable much
progress”, He is more optimistic

about the “very promising” For-
eign’ Account Tax Compliance Act
in the US and similar initfatives
elsewhere on automatic exchange
of tax information, But he frets
about the refusal of some havens
to co-operate and speculates that
regulation might be side-steppegd
by renegade banks and new tech-
niques,

1t seems highly likely that the
new transparency rules wﬂLnot
raise anything like Zucman's esti-
mate of lost revenues. But if the
latest crackdown is perceived to

~ have failed, it would strengthen

the argument for tougher meas-
ures. Zucman wants to bolster
information exchange with a
worldwide public register of finan-
cial wealth, recording the owner-
ship of sharesand bonds. He envis-
ages that countries would be
forced to comply by the threat of
massive sanctions, and floats the
possibility of France, Germany
and Italy jointly imposing custorms
duties of 3¢ per cent on Switzer-
land. With a financial register in
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The Hidden Wealth of Nations:

embourg and Switzerlar
So far, sp gncontmw.raiaL This  The Scourge of Tax Havens
figyre is smaller than estimates by Gabriel Zucman
put forward by campaigners and  translated by Teresa Lavender Fagan
inline with those of industry ana- - Chicago University Press £14/520
" lysts. In 2014, according to the  142Pages
Boston Consulnn,g Group, $10tn of
' wasbooked o utsuie
‘,Jw%%waa EmbPJﬁi %&f&ﬂ?&?w
ne"l"ls]ands the Canb'bean, Ire- “"Sucha proposal }ﬂdcelv. tube
land, the UK and the Us. " viewed as an unacceptablé inva-
The boldest part of The Hidden . sion of privacy and sovereignty.
Wealth of Ndtions concerns the ' But attitudes can change. The
scale of offshore tax abuse, Meas- . trigger could be the economic
wuring this is not easy: Zueman’s _ instability ushered in by a worsen-
estimate that 80 per cent of assets * ing debt crisis. Europeans have
are undeclared is narrowly based - - more hidden wealth than anyone

else — about $2.6tn, according
te Zucman — and large debts

"that ‘governments are struggling
to service, There s already a prec-
edent for more inlormatjon-
gathering. A register of owners of
companies and trusts is about to
be set up under new EU anti-
money laundering rules,

In Piketty’s foreword, he urges
all those interested in ineguality,
global justice and the future of
democracy to read the book. The
wealthy among them might want -

- to take particular note. Attacking
tax havens is a crucial figst step to
ratcheting up taxation on the rich_.
The more information there is
about offshore assets, the Im-der
theywill betb defend.

Vanessa Houlder is the FT s tax
correspondent

JENce was

ntelligence activity during the sec-
ond world war was “inherently
wasteful”, declares Max Hastings,
Snine davatsd ag march timen ta

ﬂawed

alive as they did to obtaining informa-
tion. When such agents did manage to
pass on potentially valuable intelli-
gancs itwaaften ionnread

cance of the various signals that were
received from listening-posts in Hawaii
in the run-upto the Day of Infamy.

Yat when it ramn tathe Pearl Harhor . B8

they were Jews". German Abwehr agents
overseas often turned out to be low-
grade fantasists or bunglers. Those whe
landad in newtral Tepland wers pither



